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Lifting up the Legion: They served their country,
they’ve served our community, now let’s serve them

JAMES S. ROSIEN
EDITOR
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Smelter City Seniors is a % , ,
publication dedicated to the senior [ T M Wt M £ et - Be?” "\ e 22
citizens of Anaconda, telling 5, e AT LY Sok = Y ‘ 2 | '
their stories, celebrating their xn T | : ‘ / \
lives, highlighting the work of
active seniors in the community,
providing the elder population
with useful information on aging,
and more. There’s one segment
of seniors in my experience these
past 13-plus years and change here
at the Anaconda Leader who have
been active above and beyond the
call of duty, and that’s our veterans
- and one group in particular,
American Legion Post No. 21, has
served the community in so many
ways.

There is the Honor Guard of
course, providing military honors
to deceased veterans and their
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See LEGION on page 3 The American Legion Honor Guard battles the wind to keep the colors hoisted during the July 4 parade. Leader photo.

Smelter City Seniors is a special quarterly
publication from The Anaconda Leader.
Pick up your free copy at the Leader’s office
at 121 Main St. Send your story ideas about
Anaconda’s senior citizens to leadernews@
anacondaleader.com or call 563-5283 and
ask to speak with the news department.

Wade J. Dahood 1927-2022
Jeff Dahood

Don’t Scrap Your Jewelry!

We Buy Your Jewelry
For It’s Value, Not Just it’s Weight

Anaconda Coins & Jewelry

. - o Automobile Accidents BUYING o SELLING » APPRAISALS
.gerzonal Iil]ug}lf oFamilv L. * Gold & Silver e Rare Coins ® Bullion ® Scrap Gold & Silver o Jewelry
\/;0 kUCtSC sl San}llys aW't CAGA e Diamonds ¢ Antiques ® Art e Estates ® 30 yrs. exp.
e Workers Compensation eSocial Securi
g 4 CERTIFIED “The Buyers You Can Trust”
e (Glacier Bank Building)

Open By Appointment Only Call 406-491-4156

Hank & Annie Senn
307 East Park Ave.

113 East Third Street * Anaconda, Montana
(406) 563-3424 in MT 1-800-823-3424
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families, as well as hoisting
the colors at parades,

A’s baseball games and
public ceremonies. There
are the breakfasts, like on
Palm Sunday and Good
Neighbor Day, organizing
Memorial Day activities
and sponsoring American
Legion Boys State and
American Legion Auxiliary
Girls State. And of course
there’s the ever-popular
bingo night.

These are things that
have continued year in and
year out, but then there
were many other things
that they had done that I
recall. There were all the
dinners for veterans, the
Salute the Youth dinners,
the guest speakers and
educational programs for
youth on Veterans Day,
and on Flag Day the flag
ceremonies at Head Start
and the honorable disposal
of flags whose times have
passed. But it has seemed
to this patriotic non-
veteran that these times
have passed - and I'm
not the only one who has
observed this.

“We're too old,” Lee Burt,
the new post commander
of the American Legion,
said bluntly as he opened
his first meeting on July 10.

Burt, who served in
the Army from 1968 to
1971 - “it’s the best thing
I've ever done,” he said
of his service - is best
known for his tremendous
efforts in putting together
dozens of Uniform
Display Ceremonies at the
Anaconda-Deer Lodge
County Courthouse, a
project he undertook with
Anaconda’s now-former
chapter of the Disabled
American Veterans (it has
since merged with Butte
due to lack of numbers).
Those ceremonies, too,
sadly had to go by the
wayside as his own health
made it impossible for him
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to continue them.

But he agreed to put
in one final tour of duty
as American Legion
commander in an effort to
stem the tide of these losses
and rally the community to
reverse this trend. But that
can only be accomplished
with one thing: Members,
especially active members
and most especially in the
form of younger veterans.

“Young brings young.
I've seen what a failure of
membership has done,”
Burt said. “[So] my whole
goal is about membership
and community service.”

Burt expressed his
gratitude toward longtime
Legion members such as
Pat Tracy, Phil Watt and
Bill Wind for their help
keeping the Legion going,
and particularly to John
Stevenson for agreeing to
serve as the post’s adjutant
for one more year. Likewise
for Rosie Garcia, one of
those elusive few younger
veterans — she served in
the Army from 2009 to
2017 - who has gotten
involved and in her case
agreed to serve as first
vice-commander.

“Rosie is the youngest
American Legion veteran
we have,” Burt said.
“Without the young, we’re
not going to get more
young. I respect Rosie 100
percent”

Garcia credited Ot
Lemm, a veteran of the
Korean War, for getting her
involved with the Legion,
particularly the Honor
Guard.

“I want to be part of
helping the community.
It’s a great resource for
veterans. Someone there
always knows something
for veterans. It’s a great
group of people. Being the
only female when I first
joined, they were like, ‘you
need to be in the Auxiliary,
but no, I'm right where I

Above: The American Legion
Honor Guard hoists the
colors at Senior Night for the
A’s. Photo courtesy of Carly
Moodry. Right: The Legion
serves up the Good Neighbor
Day Breakfast. Leader photo.

want to be,” Garcia said.
“Being in the Legion is
interesting. All the stories
about what they got to

do and we didn’t get to
do. It was nice to hear the
different cultures of the
military”

Growing the
membership is important
to her, as without new
members the post will fall
“and I don’t want to see
that”

“We hit a rough patch
but I'm not giving up. I
want to bring it back to
where people say ‘the
Legion’ and they’ll know
what you’re talking about.
I want to bring it back and
revitalize it,” she said. “Id
like to see it back to what it
was, but we need younger
members. Our current
members, they just can’t do
it anymore.”

“Younger” is a bit of a
relative term of course,
particularly when the
majority of active members
are from the Vietnam
era or even earlier, as

with Lemm or with the

patriarch of Anaconda’s
community of veterans,
John Pellegrini, who served
during World War II and
continues to be active

as bugler for the Honor
Guard. The Honor Guard
was key for one younger
veteran who's new to the
Anaconda post, Scott
Saffold of Deer Lodge, who
served in the Navy from
1984-1988.

“My neighbor, Rick
Cole, we were talking one
day and he mentioned he
had joined and had went
to one of the services and
they barely had enough
guys to have a proper
service. I got to thinking,

‘that’s terrible’ The more he
talked about it, the more I
thought T'm retired now,
so I have some time so it’s
something I should check
out. I've performed four
services so far and I've
only been in for a month.
There’s so much I get out
of it. It’s a great honor,”
Saffold said. “They needed
help. A lot of the members
are physically unable to
do it. I've noticed that the
people of Anaconda are
very patriotic, so that’s
neat. It's always been my
soft white underbelly,

when it comes to veterans

LEGION concludes on
page 7
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Retired colonel, combat helicopter pilot speaks on
battling survivor’s guilt to serve his fellow veterans

JAMES S. ROSIEN

EDITOR

The life and deeds of retired Col. William
Charles “Bill” Willing could take up this entire
publication - his resume alone would fill the
space allotted for this article, after all he is the
highest-decorated Montana Guardsman for
both the Army and Air.

Recipient of the Distinguished Service
Medal, the Silver Star, the Distinguished Flying
Cross, the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star, the
Purple Heart, the list goes on and on.

Likewise, his assignments ranged from unit
commander all the way up to Assistant Army
Chief of Staff and Executive Officer of State
Area Command for both the Army and Air
National Guard.

The much longer list, though, is the one
that’s summed up in a single number: 512.

That’s the number of combat missions the
infantryman-turned-pilot, the young man
who flunked out of college (he later went back
and got his bachelor’s and master’s degrees),
“the old man” of his crew at age 23, flew as a
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Master Electrician
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Licensed and Insured

563-8021

Toll-Free 1-800-294-8021]1

103 Harrison, ANACONDA
Serving Anaconda and
Surrounding
Communities
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helicopter gunship pilot in Vietnam.

It’s a staggering number, particularly
considering that more than half of his unit
didn’t make it back home. And they’ve stayed
with him. The soldiers and their wives and
children - children in some cases they never
got to meet.

“While I was on active status, I never really
had intentions of staying plugged in with all
these soldiers,” Willing said. “[But] they were
impacted by their service. I reflected on that
and realized they can’t just be dropped. It’s
almost like survivor’s guilt. The survivor’s guilt
settles in and you think, ‘if he hadn’t died, hed
have done this. It does become a family. You're
closer to them than your wife or partner. You
depend upon them for your life. They have
your ‘six’ and you have theirs.”

While Willing, a Glendive native, is
married to the love of his life, Nonnie Siegle of
Anaconda and is himself a proud resident of
the Smelter City, he said he was fortunate that
he was single during the war.

“For those who were married, who had

Bill Willing, the highest-decorated Montana
Guardsman for both the Army and Air, is pictured
in his retirement photo, having worked his way

up from infantryman to Colonel - and flying 512
combat missions along the way. Courtesy photo.

See VETERANS on page 5
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What’s your civic club up to?

Send us information about what your club is doing, projects
the club is involved with or offices your members hold. Drop the
information off or send it to the Anaconda Leader at 121 Main St. in

Anaconda or email it to: leadernews@anacondaleader.com. Please
include contact information, including a name and phone number
for verification. Pictures can be picked up after publication. For more

k information, call 563-5283. j
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DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving Anaconda for over 70 years!
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(406) 563-5111

110 E. Pennsylvania Ave. Anaconda
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just found out they were going to be a father,
and then to be killed the next day?” he said as
much as asked. “The family needs to be taken
care of”

That’s where his work on behalf of veterans
and their families began — work that took him
all the way up to serving as Chairman of the
Board of Veterans Affairs representing the
110,000 Montana veterans, their spouses and
dependent children.

It started out with just their basic needs,
something as simple as housework - or as
silent and solemn as a gravestone.

“Wed organize teams of non-mobilized
soldiers. We put in hot water heaters, screens,
even something as simple as a light bulb. Youd
come into the house in uniform and the kids
would run up screaming ‘Daddy, daddy!’
and then realize that you aren’t their daddy,”
Willing said. “That’s why I got involved.”

Willing is the first to admit that he isn’t in
the best of health: He’s 100% disabled, having
been affected by spraying Agent Orange - “by
the time you got back, your flight suit would
be soaked with it,” he said - yet he continues
serving veterans well past retirement. That’s his
main area of focus now, in fact, as he serves as
a trustee of the Southwest Montana Veterans
Home - and has been calling attention to the

fact that it is for veterans of all of Southwest
Montana and not only Butte.

“It’s crucial for people to understand this is
not the Butte Veterans Home,” said Willing,
who along with fellow Anaconda trustee Errol
Eileraas and the rest of the veterans home’s
trustees are organizing a public meeting on
Monday, Aug. 5 at 7 p.m. at the Elks Lodge in
Anaconda, 221 Main St., so as to get the word
out about it (see sidebar at right).

“We're making this available so they know
this is their veterans home,” he said.

Willing expanded upon some of the
debilitating conditions that can affect veterans,
as well as some of their underlying causes
that catch up to them as they get older. He
started by sharing an anecdote about smoking
Marlboro Reds while refueling his helicopter
— which seems like a pretty bad idea “but you
were going to die anyway, he said. That was
the reality, so that was the mentality that was
necessary.

“It defines who you are,” Willing said. “At the
same time, you become monsters. When you
lose the guy you've been sharing popcorn with,
having a beer with, you get angry. It’s a loss of
innocence when you go to war, so you protect

VETERANS concludes on page 6

Clark’s
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WINIE

BEER
IPIRIT

Open Mon. & Tues. 9-6; Wed-Fri. 9-7 Saturday 9-6

Finest selection of
packaged liquor in
Anaconda
Featuring Top Shelf
Brands, Wines, Mixes,

Accessories & Cigars!

You can count on us!
Your Only Local Pharmacy

Special and hard-to-find items
Vitamins and nutritional supplements
 Computerized prescription service

* Set-up and Delivery of

Dispill Medication Planners

Private patient consultation

* Delivery Available
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Southwest Montana Veterans Home
meeting at the Anaconda Elks
Lodge, Monday, Aug 5 at 7 p.m.

Trustees of the Southwest Montana
Veterans Home will hold a public meeting
Monday, Aug. 5, 2024 at 7 p.m. at the Elks

Lodge in Anaconda. All are welcome to
attend this informational meeting about the
veterans home, which is for veterans of all
Southwest Montana. There are currently five
skilled nursing cottages with 12 bedrooms
and enclosed walkways currently under
construction to connect the cottages. Each
cottage is designed to be very “homelike”
with private bedrooms and bathrooms, a
central kitchen, dining and living rooms, and
a spa/bath room. The heart of the “home” is
the Community Center with a large multi-
purpose room, barber/beauty shop, therapy
gym that offers physical, occupational and
speech therapies as well as outpatient care for
those in need within the community, reception
area, medical exam room, and administrative
offices. For more information, call (406) 792-
3100 or go to https://www.dphhs.mt.gov/
healthcarefacilities/swmvh/. The Southwest
Montana Veterans Home is located at 65
Veterans Circle in Butte.

Wednesday
Senior Discount

all seniors 55 & older
All Day Wednesday
*some exclusions

Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9-5:00
Closed Saturday

LEADER DRUG STORE
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the boy that you were by holding
onto something that was yours.”

He told a story about how his
dad had sent him a pair of cowboy
boots to remind him of home,
boots packed with Canadian beer
and popcorn - which was gobbled
up by his crewmen in two minutes.

The popcorn speaks to the
innocence, while the beer speaks
to the loss.

“Everyone got drunk so they
wouldn’t remember what they did
that day, or that they were going
to die the next day. It was self-
medication,” he said. “So many
veterans struggle with alcoholism.
And as they age, it gets harder and
harder to contain those memories.
You start becoming human again,
so you start drinking again. That’s
what pushed me to get involved
with veterans.”

Willing himself didn’t talk about
his experiences in war until he got
involved working with veterans.

“It’s really hard as you get older,”
he said. “It’s taken me a long time
to get there”

And that’s coming from
someone who continued his
service in the Montana Army
National Guard - and was hired
on by another Anacondan, the
late Gordon Tracy, who would
later arrange for Willing to land
his Montana Guard Aviation
helicopter at Kennedy Common
years ago.

“He was my commanding
officer, and he was a great man,”
Willing said of Tracy. “[And]
this town of Anaconda, I'm so
amazed.”

“I thought that when I moved to
Anaconda, I'd just be Bill Willing
married to an Anaconda girl and
no one would know me,” he said.

Well it didn’t quite turn out that
way — and that’s okay, because in
his own words, “taking care of
veterans is for the greater good.”

And for that greater good,
Willing is encouraging everyone
to attend that Southwest Montana
Veterans Home trustees’ meeting,
set for Aug. 5 at 7 p.m. at the Elks
Lodge in Anaconda.

: Smelter City :

: Phone Numbers |

| Emergency 911 |
Fire Department 563-2164

I Police Department 563-5241 I

| Community Hospital of Anaconda 563-8500 I
Community Nursing Home of Anaconda  563-8417

I Court House Information 563-4000 I

| Metcalf Memorial Senior Citizens Center  563-3504 I

l MSU Extension Agent 563-4035 I
Hearst Free Library 563-6932

| Anaconda Veterans’ Clinic 563-6090 i

I Veterans’ representative 406-533-0910 |
Do Not Call registry 1-888-382-1222

| Commodity supplemental food program  563-3504 i

I Adult Protective Services in Anaconda 563-3448 |
Agency on Aging hotline 1-800-332-2272

| Montana Legal Aid, Butte office 723-4612 I

I Blind and Low Vision Services 1-888-279-7531 |

| Pick up a free copy of the 2024 Anaconda Phone Book at the |

| Anaconda Leader brought to you by area businesses. I

L______________J
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4:00 p.m.
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Funeral Home & Cremation Services

Brianne Mulvaney, owner/mortician
Jessie Billquist, manager/mortician

107 Oak Street, Anaconda, Montana 59711
Office: 406-563-3371

Email: info@anacondafuneralhome.com
longfellowfinneganriddle.com
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eFillings

eRoot Canals

e Extractions
eDentures
ePartials

*Digital

Open Tues.-Fri.

*X-Rays 7 a.m. - Noon & 1-5 p.m.
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and honor and patriotism. It can
get me misty eyed pretty quick.
I'm sure that’ll never go away,
and I hope it doesn’t. I'm pretty
passionate about it

That echoes Lemm’s thoughts at
that meeting as to why he joined.

“I felt my veteran brothers and
sisters needed and deserved an
Honor Guard ceremony,” he said.
“The rest came along.”

“Since I've been retired — a
lot of people suffer from a loss
of purpose once they retire,

and I've been feeling that for
quite some time, so it sort of
recharged my battery. It’s a chance
to do something. I feel really
appreciated. Another neighbor of
mine across the alley, he joined as
well, so that’s three of us that can
come down there. With the price
of gas, that’s a good thing.”

Mark Callison, like Safford
another “younger” veteran having
served during Operation Desert
Storm, sees the American Legion
as a way to help his hometown.

Our Food is fresh and

flavorful from
lighter fare such as our

Noodle Bowls

W, and Signature Salads

o5
to our
Unique Sandwiches,
House Made Pastries
and
Hardwood Smoked Meats.

Dine In or Take-Out
Call Ahead & Order Your Food For Picnics & Camping

100 Main St. Suite A

ey i Www.FireflyCafeMt.com

“Anaconda has been my
hometown forever and the Legion
afforded me the opportunity
to help. The Legion was always
doing stuff for the community;”
Callison said. “We are a band
of brothers. A lot of them [the
older members] worked with my
dad on the smelter, and a lot of
them have passed on since then.
We need to be involved in the
community because of how thin
the organizations have gotten. If
we don’t get new people, it’s gone.”

“Were a community-based
organization first,” Burt said in
agreement. “We want to be able to
do more. But we need the younger
veterans, and their families”

“For me the bottom line is its a
way of knowing about America. So
many young people have lost that,”
Callison said.

Burt stressed that in the Legion
is inclusive of all veterans.

“We don't say ‘Mr. or ‘Mrs. We
say ‘Veteran. We don't see color,
we don't see race, we see veteran,’
he said. “Wed love for you to come
to our meetings and see what we

have to offer - just to associate
with other veterans. Just hanging
around the periphery you just

get drawn in. That’s what it was
for me. Even if we can get these
younger veterans showing up

on the periphery, see what we’re
all about. The main motivation
though is how hard-working these
officers are, and that it’s not about
me, it's about the community.

It gets me involved with other
human beings, it fights off some
of the isolation and the loneliness.
There’s lots of good people in this
community, and by joining an
organization you eventually feel
like you’re a big part of it

“Come to a few meetings and
see what we do. Ask us questions.
Most people think we’re just old
men coming here to drink. That’s
not why were here,” he said. “Give
us a chance, that’s what we're
asking”

The American Legion Post No.
21 meets the first Wednesday of
the month at 7 p.m. at the Legion
Hall, located at the corner of
Cedar and East 3rd streets.

Hearthstone Apartments

400 Oak St « Anaconda, MT

&
o)

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Phone: 406.563.5232
TTY: 711

www.tamarackpm.com

Independent Living
in the
Heart of Anaconda

Katie Caswell

Site Manager
for Hearthstone

«Newly Remodeled

oPets welcome*

«Enclosed dog run area

«Elevators

«Rent-based on income

eLunch & Dinner
provided in our beautiful
dining room

«Lounge with big screen
TV

«24 hour emergency call
system

«In-room emergency alarms

«Utilities Included in Rent
(heat, water, garbage)

«62 or older or disabled

eHandicap Accessible

«Safety rails in bathrooms

«Service Coordinator onsite
to help residents with their
needs

«Onsite laundry facilities*

«Off street parking*

*Fee charged for these services
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Home away from home f facebook.com/BigskyonWaterford
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More Information | Butte.MT 59701
www.BigSkyWaterfordSeniorlLiving.com
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Falling can be scary

Our physical therapists
can help you avoid or
recover from a fall.
They are trained to
help you improve your g
strength, balance,
and ability to be
independent.

Paula Arneson, left, and Ruth Moen have been interviewing Anaconda’s elder
residents for an oral history project as part of Smeltermen’s Day. Leader photo.

Preserving Anaconda’s Past
through its oral history

Back in the April 2024 edition of ~ recordings have been completed the

Smelter City Seniors, we included project’s organizers are looking for
an article about an effort to record anyone interested for the next year.
the Smelter City’s oral history “We started with the last few

for the annual Smeltermen’s smeltermen that we knew were still
Day Celebration that’s rapidly with us;” explained Paula Arneson,
approaching on Aug. 9-11. Well who conducted the interviews along
that project has certainly continued
apace, but while this year’s set of

110 Main Street, Anaconda 563-0797
pintlerpt.com - Free Consultations
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All Day e § Goosetown
\ Breakfast Special

HUEVOS RANCHEROS

Two eggs your way, Refried Black Beans,
Cheddar, Ranchero Sauce, Crema, Guacamole
& Pico on a Crispy Corn Tortilla.
Served with Country Potatoes
Choice of: Bison Chorizo 13 | Bacon 12 | Brisket 16

BREAKFAST BURRITO
Scrambled Eggs, choice of Protein, Cheddar,
Onion, Jalapeno, Cilantro, in a Flour Tortilla
served with Salsa & Country Potatoes.

Try it Taco style in a Corn Tortilla (3)
Choice of: Bison Chorizo 15 | Bacon 14 | Brisket 18

WAFFLE

Traditional 10 Churro Style: with Cinnamon,
Sugar & drizzled with Cajeta & Chocolate 11

THE MONTANAN
Two Eggs your way, Country Potatoes,
choice of Protein, & Biscuit, Flour or Corn Tortilla
Choice of: Bison Chorizo 13 | Bacon 12 | Brisket 16

BREAKFAST SANDWICH
Egg cooked your way, Choice of Cheese & Protein on a
house baked Biscuit. Served with Country Potatoes
Choice of: Bison Chorizo 11 | Bacon 10 | Brisket 14

Pancake

2 Eggs
Bacon
Beverage (non-alcoholic)

51250

Lunch & Dinner Served 11 a.m.
Tex Mex and American Food

1 S CA
0,9\ 4'?*,
o A

BISCUITS & GRAVY SWEET CREAM PANCAKES (3)
House-baked Biscuit with Hatch Chile Gravy Traditional 9 Churro Style: with Cinnamon, =~ v
& Two Eggs your way 10 Sugar & drizzled with Cajeta & Chocolate 10
STEAK & EGGS BACON-WRAPPED Open Tex Mex +
Plancha Steak & two Eggs your way, Avocado Salsa, CINNAMON ROLL CHURROS Sun.<Thurs. S te B
Country Potatoes, & choice of Biscuit, Cream cheese frosting filled churros wrapped in bacon & 7am-9pm ports Bar 40+
Flour or Corn Tortilla 21 fried to perfection then tossed in cinnamon & sugar 11 Fril& Sat. 627 East Park  Anaconda Tequila

7am-10pm 406-563-0134 Brands
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T7e Finedt Monlana

Stoaks - Seafood - Pusta

DAKCLAY II

Supper Club and Lounge

Located alongside the new Forge Hotel - east of Anaconda

08 Union Ave. * Anaconda ® 563-5541

New Horizons

A Cadlen Za‘mg Center, Facz&y

402 Christine Court, Anaconda (406) 563-7008
Openings Now Available!
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/ What are you doing for your high \
school reunion?

Are you responsible for planning your class reunion?
If so, send us the itinerary along with names of the planning
committee, a list of classmates who plan to attend and a class picture.
We'll publish it in a future edition of the Anaconda Leader.
Drop the information off or send it to 121 Main Street in
Anaconda. Or email it to leadernews@anacondaleader.com.
Please include contact information, including a name and phone
number for verification.
Klf you have any questions, call the Leader at 563-5283. J

Connors Law Firm, PLLC

Kenneth A. Connors

Dedicated to
providing professional
service to our

Southwestern Montana
Community

212 E Park Ave Anaconda, MT 563.5297

Pintler Home Options

118 East Seventh St. * Anaconda MT 59711 ¢ 563-7023

Serving the hospice needs of

Anaconda-Deer Lodge County since 1990

* Anaconda Pintler
Hospice provides
medical support
and caring during
the final phases
of life as well as
bereavement and

support services for

family members

* Pintler Home
Health provides
a variety of home
health services
from nursing
care to physical,
occupational and
speech therapy

COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
OF ANACONDA

401 W. Pennsylvania Street | Anaconda | (406) 563-8500 | www.communityhospitalofanaconda.or:
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with Ruth Moen and with equipment
provided by Blake Hempstead.

While interviews with smeltermen
were important, they were not the
only ones to give their oral histories.

“We wanted to talk to all kinds of
people regardless of whether they
worked on the smelter or not. We
reached out to quite a few people
and got stories from all walks of life,”
Arneson said.

In total they completed
11 interviews for this year’s
Smeltermen’s Day Celebration:
Mladim Babich - “he was a hoot
because we got to hear his whole
life story;” Arneson said — as well as
Duane Lanes, Dick Verstraete, Bob
Daniel, Cal Stanley, Sonny Langer,
Jim Davison, Cait Francisco, John
Forkan and Al and Dolores Messer.

The interviews touched on what
work they did, what memories they
have of Smeltermen’s Day, as well
where they were when they heard the
smelter was closing, what the effects
of that closure were on their families.

“Dick’s was really interesting. He
was in the banking business and

people wanted to make good on their
loans. The phone was just ringing off
the hook. He said they pretty much
let them do whatever they needed

to do. The main overarching bank
was secure enough that they pretty
much let Anaconda deal with their
customers the way they needed to.
He said almost everyone wanted to
make good on their obligations,”
Arneson said. “It was really
interesting with the Messers [who
owned Coast to Coast Hardware].
Dolores said, ‘We didn’t miss a beat.
We were never worried. We knew
that when we moved here we were
just going to have to keep it going.
Wed have to do it ourselves.”

The interviews will be shown on
laptops at the Montana Hotel on
Saturday, Aug. 10 from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. Arneson said that while they’re
taking a break from conducting any
more interviews until the fall, they
welcome anyone interested in being
interviewed, or knows someone who
should be interviewed, to contact
Paula at (406) 560-6792 or Ruth at
(406) 799-3754.

No Appomtment
Necessary!

Complete Oil & Lube Service
Open Mon. - Fri. 9-5:00

FROM CLASSICS TO BRAND NEW,
WE CAN SERVICE YOUR VEHICLE!

We Sell & Install Most Air Filters,
Wiper Blades, Serpentine Belts,
Headlight Bulbs & Diesel Fuel Filters

1350 East Commerical * 563-3282

Anaconda’s M Dealer

Affordable, Income-Based Rentals

PJ Hagan Manor
201 W Commercial

The three-story brick veneer building includes

Utilities included in rent!

an elevator and has 40 units. Each unit
contains a living room, kitchen, bedroom,
bath and patio. There are recreation areas
on the first floor with adjoining kitchen and

Established more than 30 central laundry room. Units are subject to a
years ago with the goal waitlist, please call to inquire.

of providing affordable Contact us today to learn more!
housing for the elderly anacondahousing.com

and disabled; P] Hagan

Manor was the first of it’s Housing Authority of
kind in Montana. EOuAL HOUSING the City of Anaconda
Open Mon - Fri 406.563.2921

8 a.m. - Noon, 1-5 p.m. 10 Main Street » PO Box 1350
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Metcalf Center Schedule |

Veterans’ services: Veteran’s Service Officer is at the center |
the first Wednesday of every month from 9 a.m. to noon.

Nail clippings: Monthly - call Kate at the Metcalf Senior
Center at 563-3504 for more information. |

Senior shopping: Every Thursday afternoon. You must |
call the Metcalf Senior Center at 563-3504 by noon to be
picked up. |

Free counseling on Medicare health plans: Call 563-3504 |
to make an appointment.

Pinochle (Racehorse): Every Tuesday and Wednesday at 1
p-m. at the Metcalf Center. |

Bingo: The first and third Thursday of each month at 1
p-m. at the Metcalf Center.

Billiards, puzzles, etc: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. |

Lunch is served Monday through Friday at noon at the
Metcalf Center. Menus are available monthly from the
center; menus are subject to change. For more information, |
call 563-3504. |

Meals on Wheels services also are available, as is the van
transportation service. Call 563-3504 if you're interested in
receiving Meals on Wheels or to arrange transportation to |
and from the center for lunch.

The Metcalf Memorial Senior Citizens Center is located
at 115 E. Pennsylvania Ave. |

-Lunch served -
-Ample off-street Parking

-Good Company

-Activities Galore - Pool, Bingo, Pinochle

-Free Senior Services Offered - Transportation,
Medical Equipment Loaner,

*Shopping Trips

Mon.-Fri. reasonably priced

/WM Senior Citizen Center

115 East Pennsylvania « 563-3504
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Montana State University
Extension releases a new
magazine on Alzheimer’s
disease, related dementias

Montana State University
Extension has created a new
magazine on Alzheimer’s disease
and related dementias that is
designed especially for Montana
farmers and ranchers.

Montana has more than 21,000
people living with Alzheimer’s
disease, according to the
Alzheimer’s Association, including
agricultural producers, said Marsha
Goetting, MSU Extension family
economics specialist.

“Family caregivers (of agricultural
producers) have approached me
asking about financial and health
care powers of attorney when I
present estate and legacy planning
meetings across the state,” Goetting
said.

MSU Extension developed
“Alzheimer’s and Related

Dementias: Support for Montana
Farmers and Ranchers” magazine
to provide more information about
Alzheimer’s disease and its impact
on farmers and ranchers, Goetting
said. The magazine is designed for
Montana agricultural producers
facing the early to middle stages of
Alzheimer’ diseases, their families
and family caregivers.

“Unfortunately, there is still a
stigma attached to Alzheimer’s and
other related forms of dementia,”
said Goetting. “It's not a person’s
fault when their brain shrinks and
they can’t remember or perform
chores like they used to. Alzheimer’s
is a disease, not a normal part of
aging”

Magazine article topics include

See EXTENSION on page 13

We provide a comfortable,
caring atmosphere designed
for the special needs of
aging Seniors. In our all
inclusive home-like setting,
we offer customized home
cooked meals, planned
activities, and specialize

| in personal care including
. incontinence, respite &
heimer’s/Dementia care.

RENAISSANCE

SEN

IOR CARE

“Enlightened Elder Care”

Call Susan Whitney at
406.846.3342

‘ 702 Tumbleweed Lane
Deer Lodge, MT 59722

RENAISSANCESENIORCARE.COM

Deer Lodge County
Extension Service
Courthouse, 800 S. Main St.
Anaconda, MT 59711
Telephone (406) 563-4035

(406) 563-4036
Fax (406) 563-4001
E-Mail: deerlodge@montana.edu

/
it

STATE UNIVERSITY
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Marsha Goetting, left, MSU Extension family economics specialist, and Kayleen
Kidwell, Anaconda-Deer Lodge County Extension agent, hold up their favorite
publications to help kids understand Alzheimer’s and dementia. Leader photo.
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Anaconda Office (406) 563-8409 117 Main Anaconda, MT 59711
Helena Office (406) 442-1054 1 North Last Chance Gulch, Suites 4 & 6, Helena, MT 59601

Ice Cold Beer
Packaged Liquor & Ice 10 80

“Where Old Friends Gather & New Friends Meet”

213 Main Street 563-9921
Across from the Post Office




NIkkKI JOHNSON
REPORTER

When I walked into the Metcalf
Memorial Senior Citizens Center
to interview Center Director Kate
Coward for this article, two baby
fawns, still covered in their white
spots, nonchalantly strolled around
the corner of the building, resting
underneath a tree, basking in its
shade.

“Mom’s around here somewhere,’
Coward said. “We usually get a
couple here every year”

It's a somber thought considering
that if the mill levy didn't pass
last month, these seemingly
insignificant experiences could
have been gone for good.

“The levy is a vital, vital vein of
this senior citizen center,” Coward
explained.

“People say, so what does the
mill levy do for operational services
for the center? It’s spent through
activities. It does a tremendous
amount of assistance for us,” she
said, explaining that it covers costs
for activities, food, and most other
operational expenditures necessary
for the center to function.

“Unfortunately, this isn’t
anything new that people don't
know, but we've lost a lot of people.
And we’re now feeling the pinch in
a huge way. With inflation and lack
of people coming, it’s not that they
don’t like the place, I always get

Open Monday thru Sat.
8-5

s
Z
MasterCard
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How the Metcalf levies support our senlors

3 ;-. 3
1149 56|

7

While Anaconda-Deer Lodge County Head Start kids may not be the typical
age demographic for the Metcalf Memorial Senior Citizens Center, they were
and are more than welcome to hang out with the seniors. Leader photo.

good reviews, I'm talking about the
people who have passed on. They’re
a huge impact on the center. This
center belongs to the seniors. It’s
their home, or second home, they
come and play cards or they do
bingo. Some people just come in to
be someplace other than home, and
that’s really important,” she said.

Over the years, the center
has become a staple for the
community by providing a safe
and comfortable place for seniors
to socialize, partake in a plethora
of fun activities, and meet or
reconnect with friends. Sadly,
participation has been on a slow
decline for a while now.

“That’s a huge problem with
elderly people. They become

Lisac’s Tire

of Anaconda
1100 W. Park  563-6110 1-800-926-8335

shut-ins. I don’t care if it’s during
the winter months or summer,

it’s all year round. That’s why I
enforce that fact with people. I say,
come down, have a cup of coffee,
have a cup of tea. We even have
anice TV that they can watch.

See METCALF on page 14

Free use of
Hearing &
Visual
Assisted
Devices
LAAN

EXTENSION

from Page 12

potential causes, signs and early
diagnosis; definitions of normal
parts of aging; the progression

of Alzheimer’s disease; caregiver
wellness; communicating about

a diagnosis; and options for
treatment. The magazine also
highlights Alzheimer’s disease
research and treatments, and it
includes some stories of Montana
farm and ranch families who have a
family member who has Alzheimer’s
disease.

Goetting, who provides estate
planning programs statewide,
webinars and online town halls for
AARP-Montana, said that farmers
and ranchers in the early stages of
Alzheimer’s disease can complete
legal documents to ensure that their
families know their financial, health
and legacy planning wishes.

To get a printed copy of the
magazine, contact the local MSU
Extension office or order online at
montana.edu/extension/alzheimers/
magorderform.html. A digital copy
of the magazine is also online.

See A Movie Tonight!

1st Show...
7 Sunday 5 p.m. Monday thru Saturday 7 p.m.

2nd show (when booked) on Friday & Saturday 9:00 or later

Nights
a week!

Stop In For Popcorn, Poy

Sunday 7:00 or later
Periodic Saturday Matinees at 1 p.m.

& Candy During

Show Hours!

Call 563-6161 for Entertainment Announcements

301 Main Street - Anaconda, Montana
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METCALF from Page 13

Nobody’s going to bother them.
There’s puzzles they can do, or
cards, and nobody is too old to
come here,” urged Coward. “Its a
real inspiration for the community
to see what they’re doing and what
can be done here”

Regardless of attendance, one
thing is monumentally important
to the future of the facility and that’s
money. However, thanks to the
support of the community, the levy
has been approved and Coward
needs that support to continue -
possibly now more than ever.

“If you, for instance, have an
appointment at say the hospital
here and you come here an hour
early to pass the time, that’s also an
option. There are a lot of functions
that can be utilized, and the most
important is keeping this open,
yes, but the people themselves are
crucial. And the mill levy speaks to
us that they care. When that gets
passed, that is so much appreciated
that I don't think people realize
what an impact each and every
individual is doing by passing that
mill levy;” she explained. “I'm proud

We Sa

of this center because I look around
at the other centers in the state

and they don’t have the ambiance
or the friendliness, and that’s so
irreplaceable. And you see that with
the regulars that come in. It’s their
home. And we want people to enjoy
it”

Regardless of the positive
impact the center has on the
community, Coward has seen a
noticeable decline in participation.
This summer, for the first time,
they stopped providing lunch
services on Fridays due to a lack
of participation and conflicting
seasonal activities, but they will
resume serving in the fall.

“I just can’t tell you how much we
need that mill levy;” she expressed
with noticeable concern. “I cannot
express enough, thanks to the
people in this community for that
mill levy, because that is so vitally
important. Like I said, it’s a main
vein, it's huge”

“They’re all human beings,”
she said when asked about the
importance of supporting the
elderly community as strongly as

THE GIFT

Name

those who reside at the other end
of the age spectrum. “They all have
needs, may they be old or young.
They’ll go through life having
needs. So, they started out as kids,
they end up as older adults. It’s the
circle of life as people say”

But the need for connection and
a variety of activities is universal,
and equally important regardless
of age, and without the support of
the levy the facility would most
assuredly not be operational.

“You're investing in your
community when you pass the
mill levy. That's all I can really
say. How powerful it is, it’s a huge
investment. But if they think about
it, if they pass that mill levy, each
and every one of those people
put an investment in. Everyone
can make a difference,” Coward
explained. “I've had people that
have been shut-ins, their families
called up and said would it be
alright? Absolutely,” she said,
“it’s their center. And they have
turned around and gotten social
and their life and activities have
changed. They’ve just blossomed.

THAT WILL LAST ALL YEAR...

|:I 6 months of home delivery
|:]12 months of home delivery

Address

City & Zip

Phone

1 YEAR IN-COUNTY

$61.00
1 YEAR OUT-OF-COUNTY

$78.00
1 YEAR OUT-OF-STATE

MAIL OR BRING TO:
121 MAIN ST. ANACONDA, MT 59711

Email: leadernews@anacondaleader.com
advertising@anacondaleader.com

They flourish. So what does that
tell you? You're just never too old,
you know? And if someone has a
problem we've got the bus. That
levy supports that bus.”

In addition to the bus, the center
provides a food commodities
program, affordable in-center
lunches, pinochle, cards, board
games, a venue for groups to
meet, three pool tables, a large
television and sitting area, and most
importantly a comfortable place for
seniors to socialize. In September
they’re even planning a big center
barbecue with a live band.

“We're going to do something
fun for them. Everyone needs to
socialize to keep that mind sharp
to some degree. And that’s what’s
important about the center. And
without the mill levy, I don't know
if wed be going forward,” she said.
“It's minimal, and because it’s
minimal, I don’t have a problem
asking for it. I'm not asking
for thousands of dollars from
everybody, but you know, this is a
community that belongs to all the
people”

lute Our Senior Citizens

(406) 563-5283

V 4]
The Anaconda

Jeader

$85.00

e[ OCAL NEWS
oSPECIAL EVENTS eENTERTAINMENT

121 MAIN ST. ANACONDA, MT 59711

o RF Al ESTAINE

(406) 563-5283
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‘It's just fun’: Senior shares
his passion for woodcarving

NIkkKI JOHNSON
REPORTER

Many great artists claim that you
don't find art - art finds you — and
for woodworking craftsman Bob
Smith, that was most certainly the
case. Serendipitously, one day back
in 2005, Bob ran across a piece
designed by Mike Crum.

“He was carving, and I saw his
first carving and I really loved what
he had and then I started carving,’
he said, describing the artwork as
“sort of a castle made out of wood.
It’s all mystique type”

The typical wood that Bob works
with is cottonwood bark, which
he crafts into mystical houses. He
looks at the bark and envisions
doors, windows, stairs, chimneys,
and all the minute details that
breathe life into his creations.

“It’s like they say, if you don't
like it just throw it in the fire. So it’s
worthwhile one way or the other;,”
he chuckled, recalling how many
have gone in the fire over the years
stating that it was “a few.”

While his passion is undeniably
making his mystical, magical
houses, he’s hardly a one-trick
pony;he also constructs candle
holders, cribbage boards, even
incense stick holders. Many of
his creations will be available at
Art in Washoe Park along with
those of his fellow Copper Village
Woodcarvers.

Bob has done Art in the Park
for about nine years and what he
doesn't sell there either goes on the

wall or he gifts to family members.

But every good artist needs a
muse, and Bob found his in his
wife Peggy. They met the day she
graduated high school but the ties
of fate bound them together several
years later when they ran into each
other while he was bartending at
Carmels. And the rest, as they say,
is history.

Throughout his career Bob
worked in education. In Anaconda,
he was briefly called in to cover a
teacher’s pregnancy, then the young
family moved to Lewistown, where
he spent 23 years in education. He
was a superintendent in both Lima
and a high school in Deer Lodge.
Next, they moved to Hamilton
where he had two positions, one
at a middle school and another at
a kindergarten. Then, finally, they
moved back to the Smelter City
and he officially retired in 2005, the
same year he ran across Mike Crum
and his mystical castle made out of
wood. It was then that he joined the
woodcarving class at the Copper
Village Museum and Art Center.

“We have a carving club and
there’s one guy from Butte that’s
taught carving for probably 40
years that comes over and he keeps
trying to talk me into doing faces
and just other carvings and I don’t
see it,” he explained. “And I wasn’t
comfortable in carving them so I
went into my regular”

Over the years the class has seen
members from teenagers up to,
well, older adults; men and women

See FUN on page 16

Physical
Therapy

Prelnier\
Y 4

Physical Therapy can keep you moving
and be an effective tool in pain management!

—Call us to schedule a free consultation—
Monthly work out programs for seniors are also available.

We can get you in right away, no waiting!
Call us to see how Premier Physical Therapy can help you today!

124 Oak Street « Anaconda
Call 559-3600 for an appointment

hane Spears, MPT
20 Years Experience

Accepting All
Medicare
Plans

Bob Smith directs traffic to the Copper Village Woodcarvers booth at Art in
Washoe Park - which is back this weekend (July 19-21). Leader file photo.

Anaconda Oxygen Service

Locally owned & operated by
J.D. Anderson, RRT and Jana Anderson, RN

301 Main St. - Anaconda, MT 59711
(406) 563-5677

Oxygen « Portable Oxygen + CPAP - Bi-PAP
Nebulizers « Night Time Pulse Oximetry

Accepting Medicare, Medicaid, as well as most major insurance plans.

COMMUNITY
FIRST.

ALWAYS.

EEGLACIER BANK

YOUR HOME. YOUR BANK.
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alike. One woman was involved
for about two years and went on
to become a professional working
woodcarving artist.

But for Bob, it’s really all about
the process.

“It’s just fun. You can just quietly
sit and do it,” he said, then reflected
on his favorite piece he ever made.

“It was like two large pieces stuck
together. I describe it like a castle.
So I put doors in the bottom, and
there’s a tower and windows and
all of it, then over in this piece,’
he described while motioning to
two invisible pieces of bark in his
hands, “there’s another piece in the
bottom except it has a drawbridge
on it. So, this side was where the
people lived in, the castle part of it,
then this piece is where they keep
the animals. And I even put a little
prison on the top of it. You know,

that was where the prisoners were
kept. The bad people,” he chuckled.

The woodworking class meets
on Wednesdays from 5-9 p.m.,
running September through April
or May. Cost is $1 a class and
anyone is welcome to participate.
There are decades of experience
between the members and they
are eager and willing to teach new
people. They even have tools to
lend out.

“One guy’s carved for 30 years.
Another guy for 30-35 years. So if
anyone would want to learn, we’ll
lend tools. If you have the dexterity
to do it, it’s there,” he said. “When I
got started, I could see in this piece
that Mike had just what I wanted.
And then I got my first piece of
wood and carved something very
similar. It was fun.”

But it’s not entirely all fun and
games for Bob, better known as
Sprocket to his friends, evidenced
by two slightly larger houses that he
built along the way.

“So, after I remodeled the house
we bought at the lake, I built two
more houses on my property, he
explained.

The houses were constructed as a
place for his children to stay when
they visited from out of state.

“So I started building the
houses. Well my son from
Missoula has a lot of friends and
Fourth of July weekend is his
weekend, so he invites bunches
up to my compound. So Peggy
and I took the motorhome down
to the campground for four
days,” he laughed describing the
approximately 30 people that
showed up.

It’s a good thing that Bob can
build houses, because if his kids
keep bringing their friends home,
then it may be time for his next
project. To date, he has crafted
around 280 pieces, and he’s not
done yet.

Bob Smith’s favorite woodcarving is
his two-tower castle, complete with
drawbridge, which is so intricate

that it has plenty of tales of its own
to tell. Photo courtesy of Bob Smith.

CARE FOR ALL GENERATIONS

A Community of Healing.

A Mountain of Experience.

A lifetime of top-notch specialized health care, close to home. Your extraordinary circumstances are our everyday ones.

401 W. Pennsylvania Street

We're seeing new patients now, and every step of the way.

COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
OF ANACONDA

(406) 563-8500 | www.communityhospitalofanaconda.org

Anaconda

Top 100 Critical Access Hospital
The Chartis Center For Rural Health




